My Story — narratives in medical education

Medical Education, the leading journal in the field of education for health care
professionals, is to launch a major new series during 2007 — My Story. Since much of
medicine and medical education is narrative based, the new series will reflect this by
allowing authors to describe their thoughts and deliberations in a more personal style. My
Story will offer authors and readers an opportunity to reflect on medical education in an
exciting and innovative format.

Any individual contribution may be up to 2,000 words in length. It may be written in the
first person. Authors should submit a short abstract (maximum 200 words) with their
manuscripts. References or suggestions for further reading are optional. If references
are included, there should be up to ten in total, and these should be in the Vancouver
style. Footnotes are not used in Medical Education. Manuscripts for publication are
selected on their importance, originality and relevance to the readership. All papers in
the series will be subject to the usual editorial process and anonymously peer reviewed,;
any offer to publish will be dependent on the outcome of the review process. Names of
reviewers will be published in Medical Education annually.

ADVICE TO AUTHORS ON THE PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPTS

A checklist to assist in the preparation of the manuscript for submission is available by
clicking on ‘instructions and forms’ on http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/medicaleducation.

Three separate documents should be prepared for upload to the website:
(1) an anonymous manuscript

(2) an identifying document

(3) a manuscript submission form.

(1) The anonymous manuscript

This section should not contain any identifying details. Please make sure that content, the
filename and the footer/header do NOT contain the authors’ names.

The manuscript should be formatted to an A4 paper or letter size on one side only,
double-spaced with a wide margin (at least 3 cm) on either side. All pages should be
numbered. Please do not use automatic referencing programs such as Bookshelf or
Endnote.

Please keep a copy of the original manuscript for reference. An email acknowledgement
of receipt will be sent by the journal.

We reserve the right to copy edit papers to house style before final publication, but
substantive changes will be the responsibility of the authors.

(2) The identifying document

This document is not for review. All authors are required to supply this indication as part

of Medical Education’s policy on ethical standards. Please note that where an item

requested is not available or not applicable, you should indicate this. You will need to

supply the following information:

(a) Correspondent’s full address, institution and contact details.

(b) The names of all authors and details of the contribution each made to the work
described in the paper.



(c) Details of any funding, if applicable.

(d) Details of any acknowledgements.

(e) By their nature, items in this category will not generally require advance ethical
approval, since they will describe personal reflections rather than research projects.
However, authors should ensure and confirm that ethical principles have been
adhered to. For instance, individuals other than the author should not be identifiable
without their written permission, and no plausible harms should arise from publication.

(f) Details of any potential conflict of interest. A conflict of interest exists when
professional judgement concerning a primary interest (such as patients’ welfare or the
validity of research) may be influenced by secondary interests (personal matters such
as financial gain, personal relationships or professional rivalry).

An identifying document template is available for download at

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/medicaleducation

(3) The manuscript submission form

A manuscript submission form (available from ‘instructions and forms’ on
http://medicaleducation.manuscriptcentral.com) must be downloaded, completed and
signed by all contributing authors and sent by fax and post to the Editorial Office at the
time of electronic submission. The manuscript cannot proceed to review until this
document has been received.

Manuscripts should be submitted for publication via our electronic submission and review
website: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/medicaleducation



